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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH 
HIGH COURT DIVISION 

(SPECIAL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION) 
WRIT PETITION No. 4608 of 2019 

The 25th  day of April, in the year of two thousand nineteen.  
Present: 

Mr. Justice Sheikh Hassan Arif. 
-And- 

Mr. Justice Razik-AI-Ja 

Syed Sayedul Haque Suman Barrister-at-Law and Advocate Supreme Court of BanglaSi OnifirS'5,a-  7 

Ali Hall Room No. 1 Supreme Court Bar Association Building Police Station-Shahbagh, Dhaka. 
	Petitioner.  

(Appearing in person). 

-Versus- 
The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, represented by the Secretary, Ministry of Health and 

Family Affairs, Bangladesh Secretariat, Secretariat Link Road, Dhaka and others 	Respondents. 

To, 
1. The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, represented by the Secreiary, Ministry of Health 

Family Affairs, Bangladesh Secretariat, Secretariat Link Road, Dhaka. 
The Director General Directorate General of Drug Administration Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
The Government of People's Republic of Bangladesh Aushad Bhavan, Mohakhali Dhaka-I212. 

3. The Secretary, Ministry of Public Administration, Secretariat Link Road, Segunbagicha, Dhaka. 
Whereas the petition abovementioned has been preferred by the petitioner above named to this Court 

against, Public Interest Litigation (PIL). AND Direction upon the respondents to take necessary step to ban on 
selling antibiotics without prescription and without proper medical supervision. 

Let the supplementary-affidavit form part of the main application. 
Mr. Syed Sayedul Hauge Suman, an advocate of this Court, has drawn this Court's attention to various 

news items published in the Daily Star, Prothom Alo as published from Bangladesh and Daily Telegraph, which 
is published from U.K., as. regards availability of antibiotic drugs in the market without any restrictions. 
According to the said reports, antibiotic drugs meant for human consumption are being commonly used in 
poultry farms in Bangladesh thereby causing huge health hazard for the people who are consuming those poultry 
products. It has been reported in the online version of The Telegraph, published from U.K. on 24.04.2019 
(Annexure-B to the supplementary-affidavit) that one study in Chattogram, the second largest city in 
Bangladesh, has found that over half of poultry chickens therein have been affected with multi-drug antibiotics 
intended for human use and that they have been used in such poultry farms in order to make the poultry products 
weighty overnight for making quick profit. Again, by making reference to the specialist doctor of BSMMU, it 
has been reported that such use of antibiotics have in the meantime caused huge damage to the health of the 
people and even 400 out of 900 patients in BSMMU died in 2018 because of consumption of such excessive 
antibiotics. Accordingly, the petitioner has sought a Rule as well as ad-interim order on the concerned 
respondents to prevent sale of such antibiotics in the open market without prescriptions from registered doctors. 

Upon perusal of the said news reports as well as statements in the application, we are inclined to 
interfere in this matter 

Accordingly, Now upon hearing Mr. Syed Sayedul Hauge Suman, Advocate (in person). For the 
Petitioner, and upon consideration of the said petition this Court cloth order and do issuea Rule Nisi calling 
upon you the aforesaid respondent Nos. 1 to 3 to show cause on or before the 23'd  May, 2019 as to why a 
direction should not be given upon the respondents to take necessary actions to impose ban on the selling of 
antibiotics without prescriptions and proper medical supervision and/or such other or further order or orders be 
passed as to this Court may seem fit and proper. 

Pending hearing of the Rule, the Director General of Drug AdministratiOn, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare (respondent No. 2) is directed to issue necessary orders/circulars to the concerned Civil 
Surgeons, Deputy Commissioners of all districts in Bangladesh and other concerned authorities for preventing 
sale of such antibiotics in the open market without specific prescriptions from registered doctors within a period 
of 02(two) days from receipt of the copy of this order. 

The petitioner is directed to put in requisites for service of notices upon the respondents in the usual 
course and through registered post with acknowledgement due (AD). 

Witnesses Mr. Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain, the Hon'ble Chief Justice of Bangladesh on this the 25th  
day of April, in the year of two thousand nineteen. 

Typed by:Og:(:;5.2019. 

Super i nteil ent 	 Assistant Registrar 
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